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Tired	of	your	still	desktop	background?	You	can	liven	things	up	by	setting	a	live	wallpaper	or	animated	desktop	background.	Unfortunately,	there’s	no	native	way	to	do	this	in	Windows	11,	but	there’s	a	handy	third-party	app	you	can	use.	Download	Lively	Wallpaper	From	the	Microsoft	Store	You	can	set	a	live	desktop	background	in	Windows	11,	but	to
do	so,	you’ll	need	to	use	a	third-party	application.	Warning:	There	are	many	apps	out	there	that	claim	to	live	up	to	the	task	at	hand,	but	beware	of	downloading	third-party	apps	unless	you	know	and	trust	the	developers.	Many	of	these	apps	may	contain	viruses	that	infect	your	computer.	RELATED:	How	to	Remove	Viruses	and	Malware	on	Your
Windows	PC	Our	recommended	app	is	Lively	Wallpaper,	a	free	and	open-source	app.	You	can	download	Lively	Wallpaper	from	the	Microsoft	Store.	To	get	this	app,	click	the	Windows	Search	icon	in	the	taskbar,	type	“Microsoft	Store”	in	the	Search	box,	and	then	select	Microsoft	Store	from	the	search	results.	In	Microsoft	Store,	type	“Lively	Wallpaper”
in	the	Search	bar	and	then	choose	the	Lively	Wallpaper	app	from	the	search	results.	Next,	you’ll	see	some	information	about	the	application.	Click	“Get”	to	the	right	of	this	info.	Once	selected,	Lively	Wallpaper	will	begin	downloading.	After	it’s	installed,	you	can	search	for	it	using	Windows	Search.	Click	Lively	Wallpaper	from	the	search	results	to
launch	the	app.	RELATED:	Windows	11	Gets	PowerToys	App	in	Microsoft's	New	Store	Select	a	Live	Wallpaper	From	Lively	Wallpaper’s	Library	Lively	Wallpaper	comes	equipped	with	several	live	wallpapers	for	you	to	choose	from.	To	use	one,	simply	open	the	app	and	then	select	the	one	you	want	from	the	library.	In	this	example,	we’ll	choose
Parallax.js.	That’s	all	there	is	to	it.	The	live	wallpaper	is	now	set.	Set	a	Custom	Video,	YouTube	Video,	or	GIF	as	a	Wallpaper	If	you	don’t	find	a	wallpaper	you	like	from	Lively	Wallpaper’s	library,	you	can	set	your	own	using	a	video	or	GIF	on	your	PC,	or	even	using	a	YouTube	video.	To	get	started,	open	the	app	and	then	click	the	Plus	(+)	icon	in	the	left-
hand	pane.	On	the	next	screen,	if	you	want	to	choose	a	video	or	GIF	from	your	PC,	click	“Browse”	under	Select	File.	File	Explorer	will	open.	Locate	the	video	or	GIF	you	want	to	use,	select	it,	and	then	click	“Open.”	Or,	if	you	want	to	use	a	YouTube	video,	enter	the	URL	of	the	YouTube	video	in	the	“Enter	URL”	text	box	and	then	click	the	right	arrow
button.	Whether	you	chose	a	local	video	or	GIF,	or	a	YouTube	video,	it	will	appear	in	the	app’s	library.	Click	the	Library	button	(three	books)	in	the	left-hand	pane,	and	then	choose	the	newly	uploaded	video	or	GIF.	Once	selected,	it	will	appear	as	your	desktop	background.	RELATED:	How	to	Change	Themes	on	Windows	11	Set	a	Live	Wallpaper	on
Multiple	Monitors	If	you’re	using	multiple	monitors,	you	may	notice	that	the	wallpaper	you	selected	is	only	applied	to	one	screen.	To	set	the	live	wallpaper	on	other	monitors,	open	the	app	and	click	the	Control	Panel	(monitor)	icon	in	the	top-right	corner	of	the	window.	The	app’s	Control	Panel	will	appear.	The	default	placement	method	is	“Selected
Screen	Only,”	which	means	that	the	wallpaper	you	select	will	only	be	displayed	on	the	selected	screen.	To	set	a	wallpaper	on	the	other	screen,	select	it	in	the	Choose	Display	group.	Once	selected,	go	back	to	the	app’s	library	and	choose	the	wallpaper	you	want	to	place	on	the	other	screen.	RELATED:	How	to	Set	Different	Wallpapers	for	Virtual
Desktops	on	Windows	11	You	can	also	change	the	placement	method	of	the	selected	wallpaper.	That	is,	you	can	choose	to	make	the	selected	wallpaper	stretch	across	all	screens	or	duplicate	the	same	wallpaper	on	each	screen.	Just	click	the	bubble	next	to	the	option	you	want	to	use.	Close	Lively	Wallpaper	If	you	decide	you	want	to	stop	using	the	live
wallpaper	you	set	using	Lively	Wallpaper,	open	the	app	and	then	click	the	Control	Panel	(monitor)	icon	in	the	top-right	corner	of	the	window.	In	the	app’s	Control	Panel,	click	“Close	Wallpapers”	in	the	bottom-right	corner	of	the	window.	The	wallpaper	will	be	removed.	Not	interested	in	using	a	third-party	app?	While	there’s	no	native	way	to	use	live
wallpapers	with	Windows	11,	Microsoft	did	a	great	job	providing	a	ton	of	beautiful	wallpapers	for	its	OS—and	changing	the	desktop	background	is	easy.	RELATED:	How	to	Change	the	Desktop	Background	on	Windows	11	While	I'm	not	one	to	advocate	many	personal	development	hacks,	there	is	one	"hack"	that	I	think	everyone	should	use:	have	high
standards	for	yourself.	Having	high	personal	standards	will	almost	immediately	force	personal	growth,	and	will	help	you	live	up	to	your	potential	day	after	day.	It's	also	really	simple	to	execute.	Be	Ruthless	With	YourselfIf	you're	anything	like	me,	although	you	enjoy	improving	yourself	(mentally,	physically,	whatever),	you	probably	view	yourself	as	a
work	in	progress.	As	such,	you	may	not	think	very	highly	of	yourself.	While	being	humble	is	certainly	a	great	trait,	it's	often	misused.	Simply	being	humble	and	viewing	yourself	in	a	negative	light	won't	help	you	achieve	personal	growth—if	anything,	it	will	slow	your	development.	By	constantly	thinking	down	on	yourself,	you're	conditioning	yourself	to
accept	lower	standards	and	mediocrity—the	exact	opposite	of	what	you	want	to	accomplish.	If	you'd	like	to	become	a	better	person,	you	need	to	constantly	push	yourself	to	achieve	more,	behave	better,	and	learn	to	consistently	outperform	past	versions	of	yourself.One	foolproof	way	to	aggressively	pursue	personal	growth	is	to	hold	yourself	to	a	high
set	of	personal	standards,	then	ruthlessly	strive	to	live	up	to	your	own	expectations.	As	you	continue	to	strive	towards	your	high	personal	standards,	you'll	make	quick	gains	that	would	have	come	slowly	otherwise.	I've	found	that	when	I'm	under	pressure	(from	myself)	to	act	or	live	up	to	a	certain	standard,	it's	much	easier	for	me	to	accomplish	my
goals.Develop	High	StandardsIf	you've	never	formally	listed	what	your	personal	goals	are,	you	should	take	a	few	minutes	to	do	so	now.	Create	a	Google	doc	named	Growth,	and	make	a	list	of	the	following:Traits	you'd	ideally	like	to	have.Ways	you'd	like	to	behave.People	who	you	respect.For	instance,	if	you'd	like	to	always	live	up	to	your	word,	you	may
want	to	write	something	along	the	lines	of:Honor	my	commitments,	regardless	of	external	factors.Carefully	think	things	through	before	agreeing	to	do	things.Or,	if	you'd	like	to	improve	in	a	more	physical	way,	set	specific	(and	difficult	to	reach)	goals:Have	20-inch	biceps,	40-inch	quads,	and	60-inch	chest	measurements.Run	a	mile	in	5	minutes
flat.Squat	1,000	lbs.By	clearly	stating	your	goals	and	ideal	behaviors,	you	set	a	clear	precedent	for	yourself	to	follow	and	live	up	to.	From	this	point	on,	refer	to	your	list	frequently	to	remind	yourself	what	you're	aiming	to	accomplish,	and	why	it	matters	to	you.G/O	Media	may	get	a	commissionNote:	Keeping	a	list	of	people	who	inspire	you	is	important
because	it	motivates	you	to	be	more	like	those	people	you	look	up	to	so	much.Respect	YourselfOnce	you've	clearly	defined	the	person	you	want	to	become,	working	towards	your	ideal	self	becomes	that	much	easier.	Respect	yourself	for	striving	to	reach	difficult	goals,	and	think	highly	of	yourself	as	you	work	to	better	yourself.	Having	respect	for
yourself	makes	it	easier	for	you	to	make	difficult	decisions.	We're	all	defined	by	our	actions,	and	those	of	us	who	have	precise,	measurable	goals	and	a	sufficient	quantity	of	self-respect	can	more	easily	make	the	tough	decisions	that	either	push	us	forward	or	pull	us	back.What	will	you	do	when	you're	sitting	at	a	restaurant	with	your	friends	and	you're
offered	that	sweet	dessert?	Will	you	eat	it?	Is	that	what	you'd	ideally	do?	What	would	future	you	do	in	this	situation?	Which	decision	will	push	you	further	towards	your	ideal	self?Set	high	standards,	ruthlessly	pursue	your	goals,	and	respect	yourself.Achieve	great	things,	my	friends.High	Standards	|	Randall	DeggesRandall	is	a	programmer,
entrepreneur,	speaker	and	author.	During	the	day	he's	busy	building	APIs	as	the	CTO	at	OpenCNAM,	and	at	night	you	can	find	him	writing	open	source	software,	publishing	technical	books,	and	sharing	his	thoughts	on	his	personal	site.Want	to	see	your	work	on	Lifehacker?	Email	Tessa.	By	now,	you	likely	know	that	the	camera	on	your	iPhone	6s	and
6s	Plus	can	capture	Live	Photos	—	still	images	with	a	few	seconds	of	audio	and	video	included.	What	you	may	not	know,	though,	is	what	you	can	you	do	with	Live	Photos	once	you've	taken	one.You	can	share	them	with	other	iPhone	users	running	iOS	9	via	Messages	as	well	as	through	the	Photos	app	on	Macs	running	OS	X	El	Capitan.	Facebook	and
Tumblr	have	also	added	support	for	Live	Photos.	But	you	take	special	Live	Photos	you	want	to	keep	close	at	hand	and	turn	them	into	wallpapers	for	your	iPhone.MORE:	How	to	Shoot	Live	Photos	on	an	iPhoneApple	already	provides	nine	free	live	wallpapers	as	options.	You'll	find	them	by	going	to	the	Settings	app	and	tapping	Wallpaper.	From	there,
select	Choose	Wallpaper	followed	by	Live	to	see	Apple's	selections.	Having	a	Live	Photo	as	the	wallpaper	for	your	Lock	Screen	brings	dynamic	movement	when	you	press	down	on	the	iPhone's	screen,	which	can	add	some	personality	to	your	phone.If	you'd	prefer	one	of	your	original	Live	Photos	to	be	your	wallpaper,	here's	what	to	do.1.	Launch
Settings.2.	Tap	Wallpaper.3.	Select	Choose	a	New	Wallpaper.4.	Tap	Camera	Roll	to	access	the	Live	Photo	you	want	to	set	as	your	wallpaper.5.	Select	the	photo.	By	default,	it	will	be	set	as	a	Live	Photo,	but	you	can	also	opt	to	make	it	a	still	shot	from	the	menu	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.6.	Press	down	on	the	screen.	You'll	see	how	the	photo	will	look
when	it	animates.7.	Tap	Set	and	choose	Lock	Screen,	Home	Screen	or	Both.The	next	time	you	switch	on	your	phone,	you’ll	view	your	own	animated	wallpaper	with	a	simple	press	and	hold.
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